Introduction
Many of the people attending this lecture have a far greater claim to intimacy with Leonard Arrington than do I. After all, he lived in Cache Valley and taught at Utah State University for decades. Perhaps more than anywhere other than his family farm in Idaho, it was from here that our honoree drew insight and inspiration into the mysteries of Utah, Mormonism, and western agriculture. For most of my life I have been deeply immersed in some of these same subjects but at substantial geographical distance from Utah and therefore from Leonard. On the other hand, I do claim a connection to Leonard Arrington that no other person has. The scene was thirty-six years ago late on an October night in 1972 on the nearly deserted twenty-fourth fl oor of a Manhattan offi ce tower overlooking Central Park. There, in the midst of General Motors' corporate headquarters, I traded my well-worn but beloved fi rst car-a 1961 VW Beetle-to a GM co-worker, for a prize that I coveted even more than that mustard-colored sedan: a fi rst-edition copy of Great Basin Kingdom with dust jacket, in mint condition.
1 Do you know anyone else who would do such a thing? The car, of course, is long gone, but Leonard's book is still with me-a little "tired" but nonetheless a survivor of my relocations from New York to Michigan and then to California. If that Beetle-and perhaps even General Motors itself-have not stood the test of time very well, Leonard Arrington and his reputation surely have done so. It is why we are gathered here this evening in his honor. With that thought, I proceed to my topic: "Predicting the Past: The Utah War's Twenty-First Century Future." I am going to begin with one defi nitional matter and then discuss briefl y the state of Utah War studies today before moving on to some predictive thoughts about the future.
Terminology and Labels Matter
In terms of defi nitions, I want you to think about the label "Utah War." To me this phrase means the armed confrontation over power and authority during 1857-1858 between the civil-religious leadership of Utah Territory, led by Governor Brigham Young, and the administration of President James Buchanan-a confl ict that pitted perhaps the nation's largest, most experienced territorial militia (the Nauvoo Legion) against an expeditionary force that ultimately grew to involve almost one-third of the U.S. Army. It was the nation's most extensive and expensive military undertaking during the period between the Mexican and Civil wars.
Some people-especially those in the East and the institutional army itself-call this confl ict the Utah Expedition, the term that I fi rst started using in 1958 while researching in Connecticut. But my 1980s collaborator, the late Professor Richard D. Poll of Provo, taught me that that term is too one-sided; it overlooks the Mormon part of the equation. So now I only use Utah Expedition to mean the U.S. Army force commanded by Col. Albert Sidney Johnston. As I see it, the fl ip-side of this one-sidedness is the ethnocentric label that I frequently hear in Utah: Johnston's Army. I understand why people use it, but it strikes me as trivializing the army side by personalizing it or confi ning it to the name of one commander-a bit like the label Seward's Folly that was used for years to ridicule the U.S. government's purchase of Alaska in 1867. This label Johnston's Army, which is not really used anywhere else in the country, was not even used in Utah until decades after the confl ict ended. It appeared late in the nineteenth century for political and cultural reasons. 2 Finally I would mention that the institutional army today has great diffi culty using the term "war" for all this. The military historians much prefer "expedition" or "campaign." Their view is that the confl ict was not a war because it lacked a congressional declaration of one as well as pitched battles and massive bloodshed on the Civil War's scale. 3 I understand all that too, but I continue to think that "war" is an appropriate term-in the common-sense fashion that we talk about the Indian wars. After all, consider that for years Camp Floyd, Utah, was the nation's largest army garrison; the confrontation virtually bankrupted the U.S. Treasury; its fi nancing forced the resignation of Secretary of War John B. Floyd; the war's Move South put thirty thousand Mormon refugees on the road to Provo; Brigham Young and scores of others were indicted by a federal grand jury for treason; and the Mountain Meadows massacre alone, the confl ict's greatest atrocity, was the nation's worst incident of organized mass murder of unarmed civilians in the nation's history until the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing. So for me Utah War is a good enough working descriptor.
Utah War Studies Today
In 1977 I published an article complaining that, with a renewed national interest in President Buchanan's administration, there was no commensurate revival of interest in how Buchanan dealt with the fi rst armed challenge to the federal government-the one in Utah. 4 Earlier, at about the time of the war's centennial, LeRoy R. and Ann W. Hafen and Norman F. Furniss had published two important books about the confl ict, but then little else appeared on the subject. 5 By the time of my 1977 lamentation, the Utah War seemed like a forgotten incident in American history. 6 During the subsequent twenty years, though, study of the confl ict picked up speed with the appearance of foundational work by an accomplished group of professionally trained, academically based Utah historians whose backgrounds resembled that of the Hafens and Furniss. Most of these scholars held Ph.D. degrees; many had studied after World War II at the University of California, Berkeley or at other demanding graduate schools outside of Utah. I have in mind Leonard There have been multiple stimuli for this most recent productivity: the approach of the Utah War's sesquicentennial; a new openness at LDS Church Archives to the accessibility of its invaluable collections; the maturity of the efforts of individual researchers who had worked for decades to complete their work while balancing full-time commitments to quite different professions or fi elds; and a rediscovery of the confl ict's most morbid but fascinating atrocity, the Mountain Meadows massacre. An unmistakably catalytic force at work during this period was the advent of the Arthur H. Clark Company's multi-volume, seminal series Kingdom in the West: The Mormons and the American Frontier for which Robert A. Clark and Will Bagley have been the publisher and series editor, respectively. The result has been, over the past ten years, an unprecedented, accelerating, substantial output, in multiple formats, on various aspects of the war. While not a phenomenon that one would call a tsunami of output, the fl ow of groundbreaking studies is noteworthy, especially when one considers the comparative paucity of effort and interest during the decades that led up to and surrounded the war's centennial. 7 For me, two very recent incidents emblematically brought home the fact of this sea change in Utah War studies. First, I would note that I asked Cache Valley's Audrey Godfrey, a long-time friend, to introduce this lecture because the person originally tapped for that duty, James Arrington (Leonard's son), was unexpectedly called out of town to attend one of the fi rst performances of a new play that he has written: March of the Salt Soldiers: The Utah War. Think of it; we now have even a theatrical examination of the Utah War! The second incident was my involvement less than a week ago in the Buchanan National Symposium in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, James Buchanan's post-presidential retirement home. In the midst of all the papers delivered at this conference about the secession crisis of 1860-1861, the coming of the Civil War, the destruction of the Democratic Party, and the composition of the president's cabinet was my offering, a paper titled "James Buchanan and the Crisis in Utah: Scope and Impact." This was not an involvement that I stimulated or sought. Rather, I was approached to participate out of the blue because of a refreshing new awareness on the part of the conference's organizers-professors at three Pennsylvania colleges-that a complete view of Old Buck's administration needed to take his Utah experiences into account. 8 My cup runneth over. So I can now report that the world of Utah War studies is alive and thriving. With all of this investigation, research, and published output and the sesquicentennial commemoration of the Utah War closing at the end of 2008, is there anything more to be said or discovered? Are we straining for new material and interpretations? I would not have chosen the topic for this lecture if I thought such were not the case. As I mentioned in a newspaper interview earlier this year, I believe that we have been seeing just the tip of the iceberg and that a continuation of this renaissance awaits us. 9 Let me draw a parallel. With all of the publications that have surrounded us for decades about Abraham Lincoln and the American Civil War-there has already been more published about Lincoln than any other human being except Jesus Christ-you will need to get ready for an avalanche of new material in 2009 for the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth and during 2011-2015, if not earlier, for the Civil War's sesquicentennial. We have not seen anything yet, on these subjects. By extension, I believe that, on a surely more modest scale, we will see continuing interest in the Utah War between now and its bicentennial in 2057-2058. The fog of national amnesia that has for so long enveloped the Utah War is lifting. With this new awareness will come fascinating discoveries and new knowledge. 10 Early reactions to the book, even among those who have not seen a copy, have ranged from adulation to vilifi cation. It will be interesting to see how these emotional reactions play out as the present short supply is remedied by the publisher and more copies reach the public. We will also soon be hearing from the fi rst of those book reviewers assigned to this volume who have specialized knowledge about the Utah War, the massacre itself, and frontier violence.
The Future Near Term
Against this background will soon come another highly relevant book, of which you are probably unaware, David L. Bigler 11 This study will appear this fall, and it will be a very different book than that by Messrs. Walker, Turley, and Leonard, and not just because one is a narrative history and the other a documentary.
In between these two offerings will arrive David Roberts's Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy.
12 I mention this volume, which does not bear directly on Mountain Meadows, because it discusses Brigham Young's leadership of Mormon Utah on the virtual eve of the war while assessing his responsibility for the Willie and Martin handcart companies' disaster, the greatest loss of life in the entire American overland trails experience. Roberts's background differs from that of the two groups of commentators described earlier. Although armed with a Ph.D., he is neither a faculty member nor a non-academic with a longterm immersion in Utah's territorial period. Instead, Roberts is a talented free-lance writer, and-like Sally Denton, a reporter who has written about Mountain Meadows-he has jump-started his lack of background through extensive consultation with the generous, vastly experienced Will Bagley. He also drew on the research help of Ardis E. Parshall. 13 You may recall that last June Roberts produced an article for Smithsonian Magazine titled "The Brink of War" about the subject of this lecture. 14 Roberts also has an article in the current issue of American Heritage titled "Patience Loader: The Awful March of the Saints." In this piece he argues that one of the purposes of 1856 handcart migration was "to shore up his [Young's] breakaway theocracy against an anticipated offensive by the U.S. army, which would, in fact, take place less than two years in the future." With respect to the Willie-Martin catastrophe, Roberts places what he calls "the lion's share of the blame" on Brigham Young, and accuses him of having "placed saving money over human lives." 15 In the winter, the Journal of Mormon History will publish an analysis by Will Bagley of Brigham Young's responsibility for the handcart experience, including the Willie-Martin disaster. 16 Fasten your seat belts; it will be a bumpy reputational ride for Brigham Young.
My prediction is that each of these books and articles will play off the others as the media commentators, reviewers, internet bloggers, and others come to the fore to discuss all of this unprecedented and irresistible loss of life and violence. My hope is that there will be enough civility so that the light generated will balance the heat. In that connection we should all hope for the emergence of Lyndia Carter's long-awaited monograph on the handcart experience as part of the Clark Company's Kingdom in the West series, a study which has the potential to be the defi nitive exploration of this subject.
Not all of the Utah War-related material that will appear in the very near term is as volatile as these books and articles. For example, in a few more months Yale University Press will bring out "Liberty to the Downtrodden": Thomas L. Kane, Romantic Reformer by Matthew J. Grow, a very able Utah native and Parley P. Pratt descendant who took his doctorate at Notre Dame and began his academic teaching career this year as an assistant professor at the University of Southern Indiana. 17 The chapters of Grow's book dealing with Kane's 1858 mission to fi rst the White House and then Salt Lake City and Camp Scott will be the most complete account yet published of his Utah War mediating effort. As the fall and coming winter unfold, you will hear more about this aspect of Kane's adventures through the monthly lectures to be delivered at Brigham Young University's Harold B. Lee Library as an adjunct to the spectacular exhibition at L. Tom Perry Special Collections of BYU's gigantic collection of Kane family papers. 18 This November I will publish a long article in the Journal of Mormon History titled "Buchanan's Thrust from the Pacifi c: The Utah Expedition's Ill-Fated Second Front."
19 This piece will be fi lled with a number of revelations such as General Winfi eld Scott's maneuvering to supersede Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston as the Utah Expedition's supreme leader, deliberations to double the size of the U.S. Army to deal with "the Mormon problem," and massive plans to invade Utah from the west-California and Oregon-while Johnston was in winter quarters near Fort Bridger.
The Future Medium Term
Moving from the immediate future to the medium-term outlook, I see several things happening. First, coming on stream during 2009 to 2011 will be several more books in the Clark Company's Kingdom in the West series that have been in the research and writing process for several years. Among them will be the second and concluding part of my documentary history of the Utah War, At Sword's Point, 20 as well as others not bearing exclusively on that confl ict but that touch on it through such overlapping or complementary subjects as Mormon-Indian relations and the travails of apostates and dissenters.
In 2009 the Clark Company will also publish Polly Aird's biography of her Scottish ancestor, Peter McAuslan, a Nauvoo Legionnaire who fl ed Utah for California after being appalled by the violence that he experienced around Spanish Fork and Springville just before and during the Utah War. 21 Aside from these studies, for which there are fi rm publishing plans, several more await us that are now in manuscript form. For example, Sherman L. Fleek, a retired army offi cer and military historian, has been working on a narrative study of the Utah Expedition from the army's perspective, so perhaps we will see that before long, as well as a narrative history of the war that is being drafted by Messrs. Bagley and Bigler. I also have hopes that Curtis E. Allen of Centerville will publish his encyclopedic research on which soldiers, by name and unit, served on the federal side of the Utah War. Allen's is an interesting activity for a man descended from Private Andrew Jackson Allen, a Nauvoo Legion cavalryman ahorse during Lot Smith's famous October 1857 raid on the Utah Expedition's supply wagons. Also under way is Ronald W. Walker's projected biography of Brigham Young, a study intended to go beyond Leonard Arrington's decades-old Brigham Young: American Moses. 22 Surely Walker's biography will deal at length with Governor Young's crucial Utah War role and responsibilities.
I would also predict that starting in 2009 you will see Utahns becoming involved in the planning for the sesquicentennial commemoration of the American Civil War, and that this focus on what went on during 1861 to 1865 will draw upon the work stimulated by the Utah War's commemoration. If so, the result could be a bridging of the two confl icts for the fi rst time. For example, I can see Civil War-related conference papers, journal articles, or books on such unexplored topics as how the Utah War impacted Buchanan's willingness to confront southern secession fi rmly, the nature of Lot Smith's company-level military leadership role in both wars, an exploration of commonalities between the Bear River massacre of 1863 and the Mountain Meadows massacre less than six years earlier, and the extent to which President Buchanan's Utah War experience inhibited President Lincoln's willingness to request any signifi cant number of troops for the Union Army from Utah Territory. To the extent that commemoration of the Civil War in Utah is linked to the confl ict immediately preceding it, there could well be a strengthening rather than a fading of the public's interest in the earlier confrontation. Local planning for the Civil War commemoration will be spearheaded by Col. Robert S. Voyles, director of the Fort Douglas Museum, and I predict that Bob will draw extensively on the lessons learned from his current role as an active member of the Utah War Sesquicentennial Committee. By the way, in 2009 or 2010 that latter group will publish through the University of Utah Press a compilation of the best articles and essays about the Utah War that have surfaced during the past several years at the annual conferences of the Western History Association, the Mormon History Association, the Utah State Historical Society, and several military history organizations located across the country.
The Future Long-Term
Even more helpful to nurturing the viability of Utah War studies than linkage to the Civil War commemoration will be what I will call the serendipitous discovery of new primary source materials, the stuff from which new knowledge and interpretations will come. In a way, these are really blue-sky comments, since I do not know today what these discoveries will be. But I am confi dent from my own fi fty years of research that indeed they will surface and will do so in quantity, character, and circumstance that will be astonishing. The 1928 publication of Captain Jesse A. Gove's letters to his wife and the 1945 publication of Captain Albert Tracy's Utah War journal and some of his pencil sketches were strong stimuli to an earlier generation's interest in and understanding of the Utah War, as were the Hafens' 1958 compilation of documents and Norman Furniss's 1960 narrative history. 23 I foresee that the very recent research and publications that I have just been describing will have a similar downstream impact on creativity, motivation, and discovery.
How specifi cally will these future discoveries take place? What is the process by which they will unfold? A minute ago I used the word serendipitous. I believe that that phenomenon is largely the key. By serendipity I mean not dumb luck or passive waiting for good fortune, but rather the prepared mind linked to a spirit of energetic inquisitiveness and tuned to spot and pursue promising leads or fruitful interconnections, in the spirit of the hunt. As with my old Air Force squadron's radar gear at work controlling traffi c in the Berlin air corridors, it is a matter of having the equipment on, properly calibrated, and perpetually monitored. If your mental equipment is "on" and your hunting instincts are active, the results will come. I suppose that sounds a bit like building the baseball stadium in Field of Dreams, but it is a methodology that works, like hunting where the deer are, instead of thrashing through the woods looking for white tails at random. I describe a number of my own documentary fi nds in the early sections of At Sword's Point and in a 2007 article for Dialogue, so I will not rehash those stories here. 24 What I will say, though, is that it is a rare day that I am not pursuing the possibility of unexploited material through some combination of internet searches, correspondence, scrutiny of other authors' footnotes and bibliographies, scanning the catalogues of antiquarian booksellers, or simply chatting with other historians about their thoughts and projects. One thing leads to another.
One way to illustrate what I mean by the role of serendipity in the discovery of new knowledge is to describe briefl y a chain of events that took place in Utah at Mountain Meadows on August 3, 1999. As part of the LDS Church's effort to complete the landscaping for the site of a new memorial cairn, a contractor's backhoe was working in an area that ground-penetrating radar and archaeologists had indicated did not contain human remains. Nonetheless, the equipment unexpectedly uncovered what turned out to be thousands of bones from twenty-six of the 1857 massacre's 120 victims. What followed in the next month was a feverish race against time to examine these remains before their reburial and the rededication of the site and memorial scheduled for September 11, 1999 . Fortuitously the state archaeologist asked a locally available resource, Dr. Shannon A. Novak, with extensive experience as a forensic anthropologist examining Balkan atrocity sites, to conduct the examination. Novak agreed to do this daunting assignment and worked rapidly under extreme pressure and the glare of unwelcome publicity. The result has been several articles as well as her book, published this year, titled House of Mourning: A Biocultural History of the Mountain Meadows Massacre. This study contains extensive new information about who the victims were, what their lives were like, and how they fi t into the picture of other Americans on the road as emigrants at that time. Because of the story that bones "tell," Novak was also able to discuss the age of the victims (including children), the weapons used to kill them, and at what range. She also was able to put the lie to the traditional, demeaning canard that the victims were syphilitic, while supporting the now-emerging belief that the Paiutes on the scene probably played only a relatively minor role in the carnage. That the bones were uncovered was wholly unexpected; that Novak was available, vastly experienced, understood the opportunity implicit in this upset, was asked to pitch in, and did so with energy and perception was serendipitous. The result is remarkable new knowledge stemming from a unique and very narrow window of opportunity. 26 There was a pause on the line, and then Turley responded to my little story with the news that not only was he by coincidence a Martineau descendant but the Martineau family had just granted access to this document-all 1,200 pages of it. Knowing of Noel A. Carmack's long-time interest in Martineau and having read his Utah Historical Quarterly article about Martineau's surveying work in Cache Valley, I immediately called Noel, who was then working at USU's Merrill-Cazier Library. Within a few days he was on a plane to California, and within the next year the result should be a fi rst-rate edited publication from USU Press of James Henry Martineau's journal, including his activities during the Utah War. Even before Carmack's Martineau book comes out, one on the same subject will emerge from BYU. I bet that there is a story of serendipity there too. 27 My belief in the importance of serendipity was reinforced in just the past several weeks as I came across two collections of wholly unexploited letters written by army offi cers serving in Utah to their family members in the East. One collection, now located in a large Atlantic Coast city, was generated by a military surgeon of whom I had never heard. It came up on my radar screen as the result of my phone conversation with a young historian about a wholly unrelated project in which I was proposing that he consider joining me as collaborator. He had no interest in the letters himself-the Utah War is not his fi eld-and he only mentioned them as a throw-away comment in describing a library that he had recently visitedone by sheer coincidence heavily endowed by a classmate of mine from both college and graduate school. The other documents surfaced separately as a result of one of my daily Internet searches through the Library of Congress's fabulous OCLC search engine. What I saw there sent me on a subsequent search through a fading iron mining town in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, a research library in Wyoming, a family of descendants in Denver, the Detroit Public Library, and eventually to BYU. The prize here was a collection of unexploited letters written to his wife by a lonely artillery offi cer detailed to guard an isolated mountain pass.
Sometimes these fi nds are literally under our nose. I mentioned that I was in Lancaster last week to deliver a paper on President Buchanan and the Utah War. There-in a library one hundred yards from the conference site-I found and read the letters of Maj. John Fulton Reynolds, Third U.S. Infantry, the West Pointer-son of Buchanan's dearest friend. Reynolds, whose letters to his family are unpublished, served in Utah twice: during the winter of 1854-1855 with the Steptoe Expedition and during 1858-1859 with the Utah Expedition. 28 For that matter just this afternoon at USU's special collections I read the unpublished military correspondence of yet another obscure offi cer involved with the Utah War-Capt. Marcus de Lafayette Simpson-whose letters Brad Cole pointed out to me in a display case at Merrill-Cazier Library. 29 Is there any predictability as to where such material is to be found? I think there is, and I hope that in the future someone will begin to exploit these high-yield possibilities in a systematic way. Two likely hunting grounds come readily to mind as examples. The fi rst place to look, I think, should be the hometown newspapers of Utah War participants on both sides of the confl ict. In many cases families receiving correspondence from soldier-relatives in the West would pass their letters to the editor of the local newspaper, who often printed them because of their freshness, color, and hometown appeal. In other cases the soldier wrote directly to the editor himself with the same result. Awareness of this behavior prompted me to search the back issues of the Buffalo, New York, Commercial Advertiser. There I found the 1857 letters written by the Tenth U.S. Infantry's Capt. Albert Tracy to a friend in his hometown, who passed them on to that newspaper's editor. 30 Tracy's diaries have, of course, been published for decades, but until now none of the captain's correspondence has surfaced. The digitization of nineteenth-century newspapers and their accessibility via the Internet-as has recently been done for Utah's newspapers of that period-should help this discovery process enormously. But this new tool will yield results only if historians in search of fresh material are energetic enough to ferret out the homes of Utah War participants and link them to that town's newspapers. In which newspapers would I look next? Those published in Salem and Boston, Massachusetts. 31 Another productive hunting ground should be Europe, principally Ireland, Great Britain, Denmark, and Germany-the original homes of many soldiers on both sides of the war. Half of the 1857 Utah Expedition's soldiers were born outside of the U.S., and the proportion of foreign-born Nauvoo Legionnaires may have been even higher. Surely, to the extent they were literate, these soldiers were sending letters and perhaps even photographs across the Atlantic. Where are these documents? I know of only two cases in which the letters of Utah War participants were sent to Europe, returned to the U.S., translated, and published in the United States. 32 But it has been seventy years since even this small amount of source material became available to American students of the Utah War. Who will discover what must be dozens of other such troves of soldier-generated letters and photographs languishing unexploited in the trunks, cupboards, and attics of European descendants, if not in the columns of their newspapers or the collections of their historical societies?
I suppose a third place to which I might direct those in search of documentary discoveries are the research fi les of the late Harold Schindler, an independent historian and long-time Salt Lake City newspaper reporter-columnist. For decades Hal spoke opaquely to me and others of his striking discoveries about the Utah War. When pressed for details, he would enigmatically refer questioners to the Utah War study that he unfortunately never published. Hal Schindler died in 1999, and since then no one has seen his fi les except his family. Whether the Schindler family basement holds great discoveries about the Utah War or something else remains to be seen. Just when all will be revealed from this source-in the short-, medium-, or long-term future-continues to be a tantalizing mystery.
Other Predictions
Aside from my confi dence that the future promises exciting discoveries of important documents and that sustained interest in the Civil War is a rising tide that may fl oat the boat of the Nauvoo Legion and Utah Expedition as well as that of the Union and Confederate armies, what lies ahead? Longer-term, what do I see happening in Utah War studies between now and 2057-2058, the confl ict's bicentennial? A few predictions follow, based in part on my hopes, which are fed by an awareness of what more needs to unfold. Consider these eight notions to be more educated guesses than just wishful thinking:
One
The overarching fi eld of Mormon studies will continue to thrive and grow. Inevitably, such vigor will contribute in some way to the examination of one of the seminal events in the Mormon-federal relationship, the Utah War. The creation of the Arrington Chair at Utah State University held by Philip A. Barlow and the Hunter Professorship at Claremont College held by Richard L. Bushman are what economists call a leading, if not coincident, indicator of things to come. These very signifi cant pioneering appointments will inspire donor support for still more highprofi le endowed professorships and institutes focusing on Mormon studies. Jan Shipps and Richard Bushman have recently written on the future of Mormon studies in The Journal of American History, a publication of the Organization of American Historians, so there is no need for me to belabor this point, except to note that continuing interest in Mormon studies will have as its byproduct a sustained curiosity about the Utah War. 33 For example, an interest in the historical signifi cance of George Wilcken Romney's and Mitt Romney's presidential candidacies in 1968 and 2008, respectively, may lead to a broader awareness that one of their ancestors, Charles Henry Wilcken, was a Utah Expedition artillery private until he deserted near Fort Bridger in October 1857, crossed into the Legion's lines, converted, and became the bodyguard, driver, nurse, and pallbearer for Presidents John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff as well as a religiously adopted son of Apostle George Q. Cannon. 34 Not only Private Wilcken's descendants have run for the White House; so too did his battery commander, Capt. John W. Phelps, who in 1880 ran against another Utah Expedition participant, Winfi eld Scott Hancock. 35 
Two
The intense interest in the Mountain Meadows aspect of the Utah War will continue to burn in the short and perhaps even medium term. But as the bicentennial of that tragedy approaches, there will be a rise in the civility of the discourse with a commensurate diminishment of accusatory and defensive behavior by the commentators involved. Some of this change will take place because of participants' mellowing, as they at long last have had a chance to make their case and to present their research in published form. Because of its complexity, I would expect relatively few future entrants to a detailed analysis of this subject. It will be a long time before any individual historian or team takes on the daunting task of replowing the fi eld worked in such herculean fashion by Juanita L. Brooks and Shannon A. Novak, as well as Messrs. Bagley, Bigler, Walker, Turley, and Leonard. But then who would have predicted the nature of their work and impact ten years ago? I am re-checking my historiographical seatbelt, if not seer stone, for slippage.
Three
One or more full-scale narrative histories of the Utah War will emerge. At least one fi rst-rate such study is badly needed, since it has been nearly fi fty years since the appearance of what remains the standard narrative history, Norman F. 
Four
There is a similar need for a fi rst-rate fi lm about the Utah War. Just because September Dawn failed in 2007 does not mean that really talented and committed fi lmmakers could not produce a highly successful fi lm on the subject of not the Mountain Meadows massacre but rather the broader armed confrontation that spawned it. In the acknowledgments section of my book, I called the Utah War "as colorful, complex, fascinating, and neglected a tale of the American West as I know." 36 For those who join me in this belief, an adventure on both sides of the camera beckons, and a latter-day Red Badge of Courage or fi rst-rate documentary fi lm hopefully awaits an interested audience at a movie theater near you (or your grandchildren). Ken Burns and Florentine Films, take note. 37 
Five
Just as Furniss's narrative history will be superseded and the Hafens' documentary history is already being updated and augmented by At Sword's Point, there will be a readdressing of two of the iconic primary sources from the federal side of the war, the Gove letters and Tracy journal, volumes eighty and sixty-three years old, respectively, at this point. Such an effort needs to be made. The 1928 edition of Capt. Gove's letters lacks a biographical sketch of both him and his wife (their recipient); the only photo of Gove in the book depicts him as he appeared ten years before the war-a curly haired lieutenant-rather than as the mature colonel-hero of 1862 whose portrait now hangs in the rotunda of the New Hampshire State Capitol; and his dispatches to the New York Herald are mixed indiscriminately in the book with those generated by the newspaper's several other unidentifi ed war correspondents. The Tracy book-produced during a period of publishing and travel restrictions peculiar to World War II-lacks any image of Tracy and, of course, does not include his newly discovered 1857 letters, the unpublished transcript of his 1858 court-martial, the fresh Fort Bridger sketches and poetry recently acquired by Yale's Beinecke Library, and the magnifi cent paintings created by Tracy during the Mexican War-a treat for those who know him only as a fi eld sketch artist rather than as an accomplished art student of New York's Professor Samuel F. B. Morse.
Even more badly needed than an updating of the published Gove and Tracy materials is one or more volumes of Captain John W. Phelps's invaluable diaries and correspondence housed in the New York Public Library and Princeton's Firestone Library. Thus far contiguous segments of the Phelps diaries have appeared in the Hafens' book and in my own, but the entire body of Phelps material needs to be edited and published. As a West Pointer who campaigned in Florida and Mexico as well as on the frontiers of Texas, Kansas, and Utah, Phelps's written record provides a sweep of the army's entire antebellum experience as well as a record of the early Civil War years.
Six
Talented, productive independent historians will continue to labor in this fi eld, but I predict that they will be rejoined in the fray by academically based historians of the type who contributed so much during the last quarter of the twentieth century. The considerable activity and ferment that I have been describing is bound to stimulate energetic graduate students in search of dissertation topics working under the direction of younger faculty members such as W. Paul Reeve at the University of Utah, Matthew J. Grow at Southern Indiana, and Shannon A. Novak at Syracuse. The seeds are being sown now, with a crop of illuminating articles and books, if not fi lms, to be harvested in the future from the history and other departments of universities. An example of such probable studies may be found in the doctoral work just beginning at the University of Nebraska's department of history through Brent M. Rogers, a Ph.D. candidate who seeks to shed light on the Utah War and its important connection to the history of both the United States and the West through what he describes as "the tools and techniques of digital history." Rogers's work was originally stimulated by a chance encounter with Bagley's Blood of the Prophets and was reinforced by the provocative, vexing comment made by one of his professors that "the Utah Expedition is only signifi cant in Mormon history, and insignifi cant otherwise." 38 
Seven
Technology-alongside the low-tech process of serendipity-will yield astonishing discoveries. When I started down this trail a half-century ago, my tools of choice were the fountain pen, typewriter, carbon paper, index cards, train travel, the microfi lm reader, and long-distance telephone. I have mentioned today's wonderful use of the Internet and its search engines and e-mail. Future students of the Utah War will benefi t from technological innovations that we cannot even imagine, but they will indeed take place. Just in the past year we have benefi ted from Google Book, a wonderful new Internet search engine for printed volumes. Think of what awaits us when holograph manuscripts become computer available and searchable in similar fashion. I barely understand what Nebraska's Brent Rogers is doing with his textual analysis tools like Wordle and TokenX, but then the Nauvoo Legion's General D. H. Wells did not know what to make of Ogden gunsmith Jonathan Browning's proffer of a new weapons design for an aerial torpedo in December 1857. 39 
Eight
Finally, I foresee that aspects of the war heretofore neglected, or at least underdeveloped, will receive the attention they deserve. In somewhat random order these include ten such issues:
Use of Unconventional Forces. The Utah Expedition's employment of volunteer troops alongside regulars has only recently begun to emerge as part of our understanding of how Albert Sidney Johnston prosecuted the campaign and compensated for massive desertions. A full-length unit history of Barnard E. Bee's Battalion of U.S. Volunteers should and will emerge in the next fi fty years. 40 So also for an understanding of Brigham Young's establishment of the Standing Army, a short-lived cavalry force of 2,000 men created in early 1858 to augment the Nauvoo Legion's militia in Young's anticipated spring campaign to take the war to Fort Bridger and perhaps beyond to Fort Laramie. 41 Role of Women. Audrey M. Godfrey's pioneering master's degree thesis for Utah State University and her Utah Historical Quarterly article explored the presence and experiences of women at Camp Floyd and Camp Scott. 42 But I am pretty sure that she would agree that much more needs to be done on both sides of the confl ict. Natural topics for exploration are the Move South and the home burdens carried by wives and lovers left behind by Nauvoo Legionnaires afi eld in the Wasatch Range as well as by ladies to the east attached to the Utah Expedition's troops. Thanks to the persistent research of a nonacademically based historian in Idaho, we now know this year the ultimate fate of Jenny Goodale, the Shoshone woman who accompanied her guide-husband on Captain Marcy's arduous trek from Fort Bridger to northern New Mexico and back during the winter of 1857-1858-the most arduous cold weather march in American military history. 43 How many more colorful stories are there as yet untold about the women involved with both sides? One such-the story of Utah women who married Utah Expedition deserters or discharged veterans-is being pursued actively by at least four independent researchers, three of whom live in Utah with the fourth resident in Washington, D.C.: Audrey M. Godfrey, Val Holley, Joan Nay, and Ardis E. Parshall. If seen through to publication, such work would complement Sandra Ailey Petree's recent edition of the reminiscences of Patience Loader, a handcart disaster survivor who subsequently married John Rozsa, a soldier of the Utah Expedition's Tenth U.S. Infantry whom she accompanied east to the Civil War battlefi elds, only to see him die before they returned home to Utah. 44 War Reporters. The identities and contributions of the approximately ten correspondents traveling with the Utah Expedition and generating dispatches to newspapers in New York, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, London, New Orleans, and San Francisco await us. Who were the men who signed their dispatches "A.B.C.," "S.," "Q.," Kenton," "Kenton, Jr.," "Utah," "W.P.F.," or not at all? Which two of them engaged in a June 1858 knife-fi ght in a Provo hotel, to the amusement of Mormon leaders as they attempted to settle their own differences with the federal government? 45 The Move South. This is a neglected subject worthy of a study in its own right. With thirty thousand Latter-day Saints on the road from northern Utah to Provo (and perhaps beyond) in the spring of 1858 to evade the Utah Expedition, the Move South was the greatest mass movement of refugees in North America since the Acadian diaspora from Nova Scotia after the French and Indian War and the dislocations of British Loyalists accompanying the American Revolution. 46 There would be nothing like it in American history except perhaps the Union Army's forced evacuation of three western Missouri counties under Order No. 11 to meet the depredations of Confederate guerrilla William C. Quantrill, a former Utah Expedition teamster and camp cook. 47 While considering the Move South, future historians should also examine whether it was preceded by Brigham Young's serious contemplation of what I will call a Move North-a rumored mass exodus to the Pacifi c Coast via Fort Limhi, Oregon Territory, and perhaps Montana, with Russian America (Alaska) and Great Britain's Vancouver Island as possible destinations.
Treasure as Well as Blood. The cost and fi nancing of the Utah War is another underdeveloped story. Leonard Arrington probably did more work on this subject than anyone, but his efforts were tentative and somewhat fragmentary. 48 Here is an arena in which economists like Leonard as well as historians should be able to contribute mightily. Not having researched this issue myself, I have had to discuss this subject over the years by relying on sketchy cost estimates done by others. For the federal side alone these cost estimates range widely from $14 million to $40 million. 49 When President Lincoln took offi ce three years after the Utah War, he had no troops-the biggest army garrison in the country was at Camp Floyd-and he had no money, as the U.S. Treasury had literally been drained. The two circumstances were not unrelated. The Utah campaign entailed costs for which the fi nancing brought about the collapse of the nation's greatest freighting company, Russell, Majors, and Waddell, and drove Secretary of War John B. Floyd to resignation. Litigation associated with the costs and fi nancing of the war plagued the courts well into the 1880s. The common belief is that army cash fl owing into Utah to build, sustain, and then decommission Camp Floyd more than made up the Utah War-related blow to Utah's economy. I do not believe it, but someone needs to examine this subject analytically and quantify it.
Indians. The role of Native Americans in the Utah War is even more neglected than that of women. Whether the future Kingdom in the West series volume to be edited by Floyd A. O'Neil, Gregory C. Thompson, Will Bagley, and David L. Bigler will fi ll this historiographic gap I do not know. There is a need to probe this subject, and the growing discussion of what the Southern Paiute role at Mountain Meadows was or was not is emblematic of this past neglect. At last week's Buchanan National Symposium in Pennsylvania I commented that "The Native Americans involved were viewed as Israelite Lamanites by one side and as savages by the other. These Utes, Paiutes, Bannocks, Delawares, Mojaves, Flatheads, Uintahs, and Northern Shoshones moved ghost-like and largely unchronicled through and around both armed factions, each of which struggled to neutralize if not manipulate them. In the midst of this fray stood Washakie, a handsome, dignifi ed Shoshone warriorstatesman whose incredibly long life spanned the presidential administrations of Thomas Jefferson and Theodore Roosevelt." 50 Upon refl ection I should also have mentioned the involvement in one way or another of Cherokees, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes-a total of at least eleven tribes, if not more. Do I sense another movie opportunity?
Semper Fidelis. The U.S. Marine Corps' one-man contribution to the Utah Expedition, traditionally viewed as an all-army campaign, warrants examination. What is the connection between the story of Marine 2d Lt. Robert L. Browning, Utah's deserts, and the famous Civil War novella, The Man Without a Country? 51 A Broader, Regional Context. There needs to be more linkage of the Utah War to broader themes of westward expansion following the Mexican War and the contemporaneous turmoil in Utah's eastern neighbor, "Bleeding Kansas." California-based historian Kenneth N. Owens has done a lot of thinking about both themes. After Owens fi nishes his current examination of nineteenth-century Russian involvement in North America, I hope he publishes his views on the Utah War's broader connections. As we think about Owens's study of the Utah War within the context of Manifest Destiny and the western thrust launched by the Polk administration, another historian resident in California, David L. Bigler, urges us not to lose sight of what he sees as the Rosetta Stone for understanding the war-Mormon millennialism and theology, a subject on which he has and will continue to write. 52 Art of the Utah War. A historian of art could have a wonderful time while performing a real service by collecting and publishing all of the known and soon-to-be-discovered visual representations of the war: photographs, sketches, paintings, posters, cartoons, elaborately engraved sheet music covers, maps, and even the design of commemorative quilts and works of needlepoint. Such material has been used episodically in small quantity to illustrate articles and monographs. But, alas, historians have traditionally tended to give short shrift to the value of their colleagues in the allied fi elds of visual representation, material culture, and folk art, so no comprehensive exhibition or publication of the type I seek has yet appeared. I predict that at least one such study will emerge in the next half-century. Perhaps Noel Carmack, a talented artist and conservator as well as historian, will pursue this subject after he has completed his mammoth Martineau project.
The same holds true for the neglected fi elds of music, fi ction, folklore, poetry, and drama. When the Utah War Sesquicentennial Committee was trying to determine just which activities it would try to stimulate and support during 2007-2008, it had no trouble thinking about the traditional format of the academic conference at which historians present formal papers. More diffi cult was its ability to grapple with the challenge of how to engage the broader, non-academic community and other allied disciplines in commemorating the Utah War while honoring the participants on both sides. Last year's Utah War poster and essay contest for Utah's school children and the commissioning of James Arrington's stage play were modest fi rst steps by the committee in that direction. I have high hopes that the creative urges of talented people in and outside the academy as well as beyond the walls of the history department will produce even more exciting work as this century unfolds.
Put another way, when one considers that the fl ow of music and satire about the Utah War literally sprang up spontaneously in Big Cottonwood Canyon at the 1857 Pioneer Day celebration at which most Utahns fi rst heard of the Utah Expedition's westward march and that in 1858 the New York stage was awash with overheated, cartoonish dramatic productions about the Utah War, does it make sense that today and in the future the study of such behavior should be confi ned to a single format-historians reading papers to one another in a hotel conference room? 53 Is there an awareness among students of the Utah War that one of John Updike's novels and his only stage play dealt with President James Buchanan? 54 Finding "The Lost." For fi fty years, since Yale's curator of Western Americana fi rst steered me to it as a source, I have tried unsuccessfully to identify the author of Mormoniad, a one-hundred-page mock epic poem published anonymously in Boston during 1858 to lampoon both Brigham Young and James Buchanan. Leonard Arrington kept a photocopy of the poem in his research fi les but made no apparent use of it. Hope Hilton included Mormoniad in the bibliography of her biography of Bill Hickman without comment. William Deverell and I have made published references to the poem but have had to confess a lack of success in discovering its origins. 55 While not one of the great foundational documents of the Utah War, the rare even-handedness of the poem's satire and the range of its commentary have intrigued me while fueling more research effort than I probably should admit. I predict that before 2057-2058, some enterprising, serendipitous researcher will identify Mormoniad's poet. My best assessment is that the author is likely to have been a well-educated, urbane New Englander with Republican Party political leanings and more than a passing familiarity with the landmarks and even statuary in Washington, D.C. I have ruled out dozens of possibilities, including James Russell Lowell, the editor-poet of Boston's new Atlantic Monthly and his most successful early contributor, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr., M.D.
Less earthshaking but equally intriguing are my efforts to determine the ultimate fate of a handful of the war's off-beat but more colorful participants. Because of the transient character of the federal side, many people belonging to the group I have dubbed "the missing" were civilian camp followers attached to the Utah Expedition. In character their backgrounds ranged between those of the rough-hewn frontiersman and the gentleman. They seem to have simply vanished into the American West and dropped from historical notice after a cameo appearance in the Utah War.
So what became of Hiram F. Morrell, Salt Lake City's mountaineerpostmaster and perhaps the most hated non-Mormon in Utah? He was last seen in an 1863 gold camp in Montana Territory. 56 What happened to William Porter Finlay, the Volunteer Battalion's peripatetic, homicidal sergeant-major, after his April 1858 military discharge at Camp Scott? Having joined the Utah Expedition after cutting a swath through fi ve continents, where did he go next? Although Finlay's later years are a mystery, at least we know about his pre-army life. In the case of Capt. Daniel McLauglin, commander of the Volunteer Battalion's Company B, even this information is missing. We know only McLaughlin's name, rank, and nine-month term of service as well as the fact that he was older than his nineteen-year-old fi rst lieutenant, James F. Bennett, who exchanged ranks with him out of deference to their relative age. Because of the general composition of this unit, I surmise that in civilian life Daniel McLauglin may have been a Russell, Majors and Waddell teamster or even wagon master, but this conjecture is unconfi rmed. Accordingly, far less is known about Captain McLaughlin than about the three other volunteer company commanders and four regular army staff offi cers of his battalion. 57 We now know that John M. Hockaday, Utah's U.S. attorney and episodic mail contractor, died in 1865, but where and under what circumstances? Based on the trajectory of his life by 1860, I would guess that alcohol played a role in Hockaday's fate and that he died in Missouri. But there are so many intertwined Hockaday families in that region-the equivalent of a genealogical thicket-that fi nding records for this particular John Hockaday remains elusive. 58 Where did Lafayette Shaw (Fay) Worthen go after peeling off from Thomas L. Kane's eastbound escort at the Missouri River in June 1858? Worthen, the young non-Mormon son of Amos Henry Worthen, the Illinois state geologist, had spent 1856-1857 visiting Kimball relatives in Salt Lake City and the winter of 1857-1858 acting as a courier between Salt Lake City and Camp Scott. What became of him after migrating to Denver in the 1860s, and-even more intriguing-what happened to the letters he must have written to his Illinois family while in Utah? A good starting place to hunt might be the newspapers of Warsaw and Springfi eld, Illinois, where his parents lived during the late 1850s. 59 
Conclusion
I close by reminding you that there is an old saying about the histories of wars being written by the victors. I suppose this aphorism is largely true. But since, in my view, the Utah War had no victor-there were only losses on both sides-this outcome frees us all to contribute to the war's still-emerging story. That is precisely what I see continuing to unfold over the next fi fty years with new openness and sustained creativity producing astonishing discoveries. And so, as that great Utah War historian Lee Iacocca reputedly said in a college commencement address of an earlier decade, "Ladies and gentlemen, start your engines."
